Minutes

4th MCM of COST 289

15-16 March 2004, ETH Zurich

1. Opening:

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcome the participants.

2. Adoption of the agenda and the approval of the minutes of 3rd MCM:

The agenda was adopted and the minutes of the 3rd MCM was unanimously approved by the MC. 

3. The Budgetary issues, STSMs and the new regulation for the reimbursement of expenses:

The Chairman informed the participants about the consequences of the transition period from COST to ESF; the new regulations for the reimbursement of expenses, and the short term scientific missions. 

The Chairman informed that the Action budget still has some financial resources available and can be spent before 30th June 2004, the end of the present budgetary period. These resources were to be used for STSMs and for the expenses in the seminar, which was initially scheduled to take place in June 2004.  

4. Technical reports and contributions:

The following presentations were made and discussed during the meeting. 

· Gábor Jeney, “Quadratic Optimization with Stochastic Recurrent Neural Networks”

· S. Plass, “Rank Codes for OFDM”

· Dejan Vukobratovic, “On BER estimation of IDBP decoded LDPC codes”

· Stefan Wendt, “An equivalent multipath channel model”

· Francesco Chiti, “A Dynamic Rate Allocation Technique for Wireless Communication Systems” 

· Victor P. Gil Jimenez and Ana Garcia Armada, “Bit loading in Hybrid OFDM (H-OFDM)”

· Matilde Sanchez Fernandez and Ana Garcia Armada, “Study of MIMO channel capacity for IST METRA models”

· Ferran Adelantado Freixer, “Traffic Hotspot in UMTS Networks: influence on RRM strategies”

· Armin Wittneben, "Channel Adaptive Signalling and Scheduling in MIMO Wireless with Low Mobility and Low Channel Rank"

· Ingmar Hammerström, “Joint Cooperative Diversity and Scheduling in Low Mobility Wireless Networks”

· Boris Rankov, “Spectral Efficiency of Relay-Assisted MIMO Systems”

· Stefan Berger, “Radio Access with Cooperative Nodes - the RaCoon Testbed”

5. Discussions of the reports on the projects and the formation of the research groups: 

The strategies for the coordination of the following, previously formed, research groups were discussed:

· Pervasive wireless access for 4G 
Coordinator: Prof. Armin Wittneben, ETH Zurich 

The participating organizations: ETH Zurich, Hacettepe University, Norwegian University of Science and Technology, University of Ulm, Budapest University of Technology and Economics, University Carlos III of Madrid.

· Wide area coverage systems with high mobility for 4G

Coordinator:  Prof. Arne Svensson, Chalmers University of Technology

The participating organizations: Chalmers University of Technology, University of Florence, Ramon Llull University, CEI-LETI, University Carlos III of Madrid, Hacettepe University, TU Kosice, Czech Academy of Science, Norwegian University of Science and Technology, DLR.

· Software defined radio 

Coordinator: Prof. Sandor Imre, Budapest University of Technology and Economics.

The participating organizations: Budapest University of Technology and Economics, University Carlos III of Madrid, Ramon Llull University, Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya.

6. Further discussions about internal structure of the Action and the organization of the research activities of WG1 and WG2 and STSM’s: 

It was desired to organise an inauguration meeting for the above three project groups with the participation of researchers. However, in view of the large numbers of participation for each of the projects, it was decided that the project coordinators prepare a broad description of their project program until 3rd April 2004 and disseminate these programs to the COST 289 members by the Action web site and/or by e-mail.  Within the framework of these programs, each researcher will choose his/her own research area. Some of the researches will visit their coordinators with STSMs for better coordination of the research efforts. These researchers are expected to attend the Seminar to be organized in Budapest 7-9 July 2004 to increase their awareness about the project, to discuss their initial results and for further coordination of their efforts. 

The formation of a project group on novel coding techniques has also been discussed. This issue will be elaborated during the 5th MCM in Budapest, 7-9 July 2004.

7. Application of Prof. Vasile Bota from Technical University of Cluj-Napoca, Romania to join COST 289:

The MC unanimously approved the research program and the application of Prof. V. Bota from Romania to be a member of COST 289. 

8. Seminar:

The 5th MCM and Seminar will take place in Budapest during 7-9 July 2004. The detailed information about the program of the 5th MCM and of the seminar will soon be available in the web site.

9. Future meetings: 

The 6th MCM will be hosted by Ramon Llull University, Barcelona, Spain,

in 28-29 October 2004. 

10. Closing remarks and any other business: 

The Chairman and the participants thanked the hosts, Prof. Dr. Armin Wittneben, Dr. Gabriel Meyer and their colleagues, for the successful organization of the meeting as well as for their warm hospitality.
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