MINUTES

10th MCM of COST 289

23-24 March 2006

University of Novi Sad
Novi Sad, Serbia and Montenegro

1. Opening

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed the participants.
2. Adoption of the agenda and the approval of the minutes of 9th MCM.

The proposed agenda for the 10th MCM, given in Annex I, was adopted. The minutes of the 9th MCM were unanimously approved. 

3. Tutorials: 

Prof. Dr. Miroslav Lutovac and Prof. Dr. Dejan Tosic from the School of Electrical Engineering, Belgrade, were invited to give a tutorial  entitled ’Software for Algebraic-Symbolic and Numerical Processing in Communication Systems’. The tutorial emphasized the advantages of symbolic processing in the analysis of telecommunication systems.

The tutorial entitled by ’Metamaterials-Concepts and Applications’ was presented by Dr. Vesna Crnojevic-Bengin, from University of Novi Sad. This very interesting tutorial showed the great potential for the use of the metamaterials in future telecommunication systems. 

4. Technical Reports and Contributions

The following presentations were made during the MCM. The copies of these presentations are available in the Action web site.  

· Architecture of a scalable wireless sensor network for pollution monitoring, Karl Baumgartner
· Efficient MAC Protocols Design for Wireless Sensor Networks, Francesco Chiti
· Optimal Power Loading for Orthogonal Multiuser Relaying, Stefan Berger 

· Performance of Uplink OFDMA, Khairi Hamdi 

· Performances of Convolutionally-Coded QAM Mapping Non-Coded Bits, Vasile Bota
· Peak reduction of Multi-Carrier systems by Controlled Spectral Outgrowth, Marc Deumal Herraiz

· Turbo-Equalization for Single-Carrier Transmission over MIMO Broadband Wireless Channel: Performance/Compexity Trade-Offs, Raphael Visoz, Sami Chtourou and Antoine O. Berthet
· Performance of Equalization Schemes for Extended Space-Time Coding Techniques, Joaquim Bastos
· A MIMO-OFDM system with backward compatibility with IEEE 802.16, Victor P. Gil Jimenez
· Inter-Cellular Interference Mitigation with Smart Antennas, Simon Plass
· Distributed Base Station Processing in the Uplink of Cellular Networks, Emre Aktas
· Overview of Power Line Broadband Technology, Dusan Radovic
5. The budget for 2005-2006 period
The Chairman informed the participants that the budget allocated to Action 289 for the period 1st July 2005-30th June 2006 is 98.000 Euro. This represents more than 50 % increase compared to last year’s budget. The first downpayment is 63710 € and the reimbursement of the expenses for 8th MCM and 2nd Workshop is 31705 €. The reimbursement for the 9th MCM amounts to 17 373 €. 

The budget allocated to Action 289 for the period 1st July 2006-30th April  2007 is 65.000 Euro. In view of the three MCMs ahead, namely, 11th MCM and 3rd Workshop during 12-14 July 2006, 12th MCM during late October 2006 and the final MCM during March 2007, this budget is not believed to be sufficient to carry out the planned activities. COST Secretariat is already informed about the insufficiency of this budget. 

6. Final Report

The Chairman reported that, based on MC decision made during 8th MCM in Antalya, the participants contributing to the final report informed the Chair, about the title(s) of their contributions. The Chair/editor will process these proposals and contact the participants to submit their individual and joint contributions.

7. Cooperation of research efforts and STSMs

The Chairman informed the participants that there is 16000 € available for supporting the STSMs during the period 1st July 2005-30th June 2006. 

The MC decided to support the STSMS application of Ali Behrevan from Chalmers University of Technology who visited Ramon Llull University, Barcelona, during 20 February 2006-12 March 2006. This STSM resulted in a joint research, the result of which is expected to be published soon.

The following STSM applications to be carried out  before 30th June 2006 were approved by the MC:

· Doris Yacoub from University of Ulm to visit ETH Zurich,

· Pavol Pavelka from Technical University of Kosice to visit Ramon Llull University, Barcelona. 

The MC authorized the Chairman to support a well-planned and justified STSM requests without prior approval of the MC. 

8. Future meetings 

· 11th MCM and 3rd COST289 Workshop: 12-14 July 2006, Aveiro, Portugal. Host: Prof. Atilio Gameiro (University of Aveiro, Inst. Of Telecommunications).

· 12th MCM, late October 2006, to be hosted by University of Firenze, Italy (tentative)

· 13th (final) MCM, March 2007, to be hosted by University of Applied Sciences, Yverdon, Switzerland (tentative). 

9. COST TC-TIST activities, Prof. Dr. G. Brussaard, Chairman, TC-TIST

Prof. Dr. G. Brussaard, the Chairman of TC-TIST and the rapporteur of our Action attended 10th MCM.

Prof. Brussaard informed the participants about expectations of TC-TIST as to how a COST Action should function, about the final report, the joint research and the process of applying for a new COST Action. He emphasized the importance of joint research and joint publications. He stated that a scientific report as an annex to the final report would strengthen the application for a new COST Action. 

The procedure for application for a new COST Action consists of submitting a 3-4 page summary of the proposed scientific program, following an open call for proposals for COST Actions by the TC-TIST. The selected proposals will then be invited to submit their detailed program to be evaluated by external evaluator(s) as well. In view of the competition, the chances of approval of a proposal for new COST Action is expected be less than before. Therefore, a good scientific record of the present Action will provide a good reference for the proposal for a new Action.

10. Closing remarks and any other business 

The Chairman and the participants, listed in Annex II, showed their gratitude to Prof. D. Bajic and her colleagues for a very successful MCM and for their outstanding hospitality.  

Annex I: 

	Agenda

10th Management Committee Meeting



23-24 March 2006, Novi Sad, Serbia and Montenegro


Thursday March 23rd: 

Meeting: 9:30 – 18:00
Room 124

9:00    
Registration and coffee

9:30    
Welcome and opening

9:45    
Adoption of the agenda and approval of the minutes of 9th MCM

10:00 
Tutorial:

Software for algebraic-symbolic and numerical processing in communication systems,

Prof. Dr. Miroslav Lutovac, Prof. dr. Dejan Tosic, School of Electrical Engineering, Belgrade
11:30  
Technical reports and contributions:

· Architecture of a scalable wireless sensor network for pollution monitoring, Karl Baumgartner
· Efficient MAC Protocols Design for Wireless Sensor Networks, Francesco Chiti
· Increasing Transmit Diversity at the Cell Border with Smart Antennas, Simon Plass
13:00  
Lunch

14:30  
Technical reports and contributions (cont.)

· Turbo-Equalization for Single-Carrier Transmission over MIMO Broadband Wireless Channel: Performance/Compexity Trade-Offs, Raphael Visoz, Sami Chtourou and Antoine O. Berthet
· Performance of Equalization Schemes for Extended Space-Time Coding Techniques, Joaquim Bastos
· Distributed Base Station Processing in the Uplink of Cellular Networks, Emre Aktas
16:00  
Coffee break

16:30  
Technical reports and contributions (cont.)

· Peak reduction of Multi-Carrier systems by Controlled Spectral Outgrowth, Marc Deumal Herraiz
· Optimal Power Loading for Orthogonal Multiuser Relaying, Stefan Berger 

18:00  End of the session

Social event:

19:15  
Visit to Novi Sad centre and Petrovaradin fortress

21:15 
 Dinner

Friday March 24th: 

Meeting: 9:30 – 18:00
Room 124

9:30    Coffee

10:00
COST TC-TIST activities, Prof. Dr. G. Brussaard, Chairman, TC-TIST
10:10  
Tutorial:

· Metamaterials - Concept and Applications, Vesna Crnojević-Bengin
11:00  
Technical reports and contributions (cont.).

· Performance of Uplink OFDMA, Khairi Hamdi
· Overview of Power Line Broadband Technology, Dusan Radovic
· A MIMO-OFDM system with backward compatibility with IEEE 802.16, Victor P. Gil Jimenez
· Performances of Convolutionally-Coded QAM Mapping Non-Coded Bits, Vasile Bota
13:00  
Lunch

14:30  
Budget. STSMs. Future meetings

· 11th MCM and 3rd Workshop, Joaquim Bastos 

16:00  
Coffee break

16:30  
Closing remarks and any other business

17:00 
 End of the session

Optional Event:

17:15 
Excursion to Belgrade & dinner.
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