MINUTES

9th MCM of COST 289

3-4 November 2005

Universidad Carlos III de Madrid
Madrid, Spain

1. Opening

The Chairman opened the meeting and welcomed the participants.
2. Adoption of the agenda and the approval of the minutes of 8th MCM.

The proposed agenda for the 9th MCM, given in Annex I, was adopted. The minutes of the 8th MCM was unanimously approved. 

3. Tutorial 

Dr. Alvaro Alvarez Vazquez from ACORDE (Spain) was invited to give a tutorial  entitled ’Ultrawideband Communications: State-of-the-art and Research Issues’. The tutorial was considered to be very useful and rose a lot of interest among the participants.

4. Technical Reports and Contributions

The following presentations were made during the MCM. The copies of these presentations are available in the Action web site.  

· Information Theoretical Aspects of Communication Over Bus Systems, Han Vinck
· LDPC vs. Convolutional Codes in Adaptive QAM Modulations on Mobile Radio Channels, Vasile Bota
· Optimality Considerations for Short-length LDPC Codes Construction, Dejan Vukobratovic
· Coherent Multiuser Relaying with Partial Relay Cooperation, Armin Wittneben
· On the Optimal Power Allocation for Regenerative and Nonregenerative OFDM Relay Links, Ingmar Hammerstroem
· Time Domain Precoding for MIMO-OFDM Systems, Etienne Auger
· Capacity of Measured MIMO Channels in dependence of Array Element Spacing and Distance between Antennas, Doris Yacoub
· Frequency-Domain Techniques in Wireless Communications: OFDM, Precoded OFDM and SCT/FDE, Hikmet Sarı
· Spreading Codes for Radio Resource Management in MC-CDMA, Simon Plass
· Scheduling, Multiuser Diversity and QoS, Atilio Gameiro 

· Bandwidth and Power Efficient Digital Transmission using Sets of Orthogonal Spreading Codes, Werner Teich
· Performance of a new Adaptive Grouping and Modulation procedure for Multiuser Group Orthogonal MC-CDMA, Joan Lluis Pijoan
5. The budget for 2005-2006 period

The Chairman informed the participants that the budget allocated to Action 289 is 98.000 Euro for the fiscal year 1st July 2005-30th June 2006. This represents more than 50 % increase compared to last year’s budget. The first downpayment is 63710 € and the reimbursement of the expenses for 8th MCM and 2nd Workshop is 31705 €.

The reimbursement of expenses for the 9th MCM will be made according to the new rules, which are available at the Action web site.

6. Final Report

Based on MC decision made during 8th MCM in Antalya, the final report was discussed in detail. There was a strong support for organising the final report along the lines of the three projects with bottom-up-approach. The bottom-up-approach implies that the contributing participants will inform the Chair, before 15th December 2005, about the title(s) of their contributions. The Chair/editor will edit these proposals and will propose the contributors to cooperate in order to make a joint contribution. If gaps are observed in these proposals, the Chair/editor will look for contributors in this area as well.

7. Cooperation of research efforts and STSMs

The Chairman informed the participants that there is 16000 € available for supporting the STSMs during this fiscal year. Last year the Action supported 8 STSMs. The division of the STSMS of last year with regard to visitors: Spain 2, Germany 1, Slovakia 2, Turkey 1, Romania 1 and Hungary 1. The division with regard to hosts: Chalmers 5, TUHH 1, UPC/RLU 2.  The division with respect to the projects: Wide area coverage 6, and SDR 2.

Mihaly Varga from Technical University Cluj-Napoca, Romania, gave a briefing to MC about his STSM to TUHH during 13-24 June 2005. 

The MC decided to support the STSMS applications of Marc Deumal to Chalmers and of Serap Hasimoglu-Ertas to Uppsala.

The MC authorized the Chairman to support a well-planned and justified STSM request without prior approval of the MC. 


The project group on SDR decided to meet in Barcelona in the framework of STSM or a subworking group meeting. The details of this meeting will be announced later.

8. Future meetings 

· 10th MCM: 23-24 March 2006. Host: Prof. D. Bajic, University of Novi Sad, Serbia and Montenegro 

· 11th MCM and 3rd COST289 Workshop: July 2006 (Exact dates TBD), Aveiro, Portugal. Host: Prof. Atilio Gameiro (University of Aveiro, Inst. Of Telecommunications). The 11th MCM was initially planned to be hosted by Prof. Oien in Trondheim. However, due to his stay in EUROCOM until July 2006, Prof. Gaimeiro kindly accepted to host it in Aveiro. 

9. Closing remarks and any other business 

The Chairman and the participants, listed in Annex II, thanked Prof. A. G. Armada for a very successful MCM and for her outstanding hospitality.  

Annex I: 

	Agenda

9th Management Committee Meeting



3-4 November 2005, Madrid, Spain


Thursday November 3rd: 

Meeting: 9:30 – 18:00
“Salón de Grados”, Torres Quevedo Building

Daily bus departs 8:30 from Atocha area

9:00    Registration and coffee

9:30    Welcome and opening

9:45    Adoption of the agenda and approval of the minutes of 8th MCM

10:00  Tutorial: Ultrawideband Communications: state-of-the-art and research issues. 

Álvaro Álvarez Vázquez, ACORDE.

11:30  Technical reports and contributions

· Information theoretical aspects of communication over bus systems, Han Vinck
· LDPC vs. Convolutional codes in adaptive QAM modulations on mobile radio channels, Vasile Bota
· Optimality considerations for short-length LDPC codes construction, Dejan Vukobratovic
13:00   Lunch (Green Room next to Cafeteria)

14:30   Technical reports and contributions (cont.)

· Coherent Multiuser Relaying with Partial Relay Cooperation, Armin Wittneben
· On the Optimal Power Allocation for Regenerative and Nonregenerative OFDM Relay Links, Ingmar Hammerstroem
· Time Domain Precoding for MIMO-OFDM Systems, Etienne Auger
· Capacity of Measured MIMO Channels in dependence of Array Element Spacing and Distance between Antennas, Doris Yacoub
18:00   End of the session

Daily bus departs 18:15 to social event

Social Event 
19:15 Visit to the historical centre of Madrid starting in Plaza de Oriente (meeting point: statue of king Felipe II riding a horse)

21:15 Dinner and spectacle in Las Carboneras (Plaza Conde de Miranda, 1)

 Friday November 4th: 

Meeting: 10:00 – 18:00
“Sala de Juntas”, Library Building

Daily bus departs 9:00 from Atocha area

9:30   Coffee

10:00 Technical reports and contributions (cont.).

· Frequency-Domain Techniques in Wireless Communications: OFDM, Precoded OFDM and SCT/FDE, Hikmet Sarı
· Spreading Codes for Radio Resource Management in MC-CDMA, Simon Plass
· Scheduling, Multiuser Diversity and QoS, Atilio Gameiro 

· Bandwidth and Power Efficient Digital Transmission using Sets of Orthogonal Spreading Codes, Werner Teich
· Performance of a new Adaptive Grouping and Modulation procedure for Multiuser Group Orthogonal MC-CDMA, Joan Lluis Pijoan
13:00 Lunch (Green Room next to Cafeteria)

14:30 Budget.

15:00 STSMs
· Report of STMS at TU-Hamburg-Harburg (STSM Report  to Hamburg), Mihaly Varga
· STSM Application of Serap Hasimoglu Ertas to Uppsala University

16:00 Future meetings

16:30 Final report

17:30  Closing remarks and any other business

18:00  End of the session.

Daily bus departs 18:15 to Atocha area

Optional Event

18:15 Excursion to Toledo & dinner. Departure from Univ. Carlos III.
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