ERASMUS MUNDUS

OBJECTIVE

Strengthening EU-third country co-operation in higher education.

Create 90 Erasmus Mundus Master Courses

Four actions: Action 1(Master Courses), Action 2(Grants for incoming 3rd country students and scholars) , Action 3 (Grants for outgoing EU students and staff) and Action 4 (Enhancing attractiveness).

REQUIREMENTS

At least 3 HE Institutions

Study in at least 2HE institutions

At least 2 languages

Duration: 1-2 years

Joint/multiple diplomas delivered

TIME SCHEDULE

Implemented by the European Commission via calls for proposals

The Erasmus Mundus programme will be implemented as of the academic year 2004/2005

There is the Call for proposals EAC/21/04 relating to the year 2004. The deadline for the submission of proposals was 31, may, 2004. (Present actions 1,2 and 3). There is also a detailed Application Form. There will be another call for proposals within six months.

Courses: start in sept/oct 2004

SPECIFIC FUNDING

15.000€/year for Master Courses (5000 per partner in a 3 partner course) (during a period of 5 years).

21.000€ student/year for action 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/programmes/mundus/index_en.html#
Erasmus Mundus Programme/European Union Masters Courses
The Erasmus Mundus scheme is intended to strengthen international links in higher education, by enabling students and visiting scholars from around the world to engage in postgraduate study at European universities, as well as by encouraging the mobility of European students and scholars. 

The basic features of the programme include a global scholarship scheme for non-EU students, linked to the creation of European Union Masters Courses at European universities. 

These postgraduate courses would involve study at several higher education institutions in different Member States and be distinguished by their European label. The program foresees the creation of around 90 inter-university networks to provide 250 EU Masters Courses by 2008. Partnerships between EU Masters Courses and institutions of other countries are encouraged. 

The Erasmus Mundus programme will be implemented from September 2004 for an initial period of 5 years up until 2008. 

The planned budget for the Erasmus World project is €300 million for the period 2004-2008.

This new European higher education program therefore aims to:

· strengthen links between European universities, and between European and non-European countries; 

· facilitate opportunities for non-Europeans to study at European universities; 

· enable European students to study masters courses in other European universities alongside non-European students. 

The first call for proposals for Erasmus Mundus Masters courses was made in November 2003


(EUROPA: Socrates - Guidelines for Applicants, Call for Proposals and application forms)

Program Structure

· Participating countries: Erasmus Mundus Masters will be jointly developed by universities from at least three different EU Member States; these include the 15 Member States, the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) States, and the acceding and candidate countries; 

· World-wide Partnerships: EU universities offering Erasmus Mundus Masters Courses are encouraged to cooperate with universities from third countries in joint projects lasting up to three years; partnership requires three EU Member states and one non-EU higher education institution; 

· Program selection: The selection of European Union Masters Courses will be carried out by a Selection Board chaired by the Commission. The primary criterion for selection will be quality, but the Commission will also ensure a balanced geographical representation of Member States; 

· Language requirement: Erasmus Mundus Masters courses require the use of at least two languages; 

· Student selection: Each Masters Course would determine the academic conditions for admission. The selection process will pay due regard to gender and equity issues. Students applying for a scholarship must demonstrate acceptance in principle by a European Union Masters Course; 

· Credit transfer: Masters programs will build in recognition of periods of study undertaken in partner institutions in accordance with the European Credit Transfer System.
Study periods at the host institution would be regarded as an integral part of the degree requirements at the sending institution, which would entail prior agreement on credit recognition; as a rule, study periods would have a minimum duration of one month and a maximum of six months. 

· Scholarships: Students will apply for scholarships to undertake these courses Selection will be carried out by a Selection Board, chaired by the Commission. The Selection Board will ensure appropriate balance across European Union Masters Courses, fields of study, students' regions of provenance and will encourage participation of women and less advantaged students from third countries; 

· Visiting scholars: Erasmus Mundus Masters will host visiting scholars world-wide for teaching and research collaborations of approximately three months duration; 

· Staff and student exchanges: The program will facilitate exchanges of students and staff between the EU and the third countries; 

· Mobility: Students on the Masters courses will study in at least two of the three EU universities offering the joint course. 

Scale of the Erasmus Mundus program

It is intended that the Erasmus Mundus program will:

· result in 250 EU Masters courses by 2008, with double or multiply badged degrees of the participating institutions; 

· provide scholarships for 4200 non-EU students for up to two academic years to undertake a Masters course at EU participating institutions; 

· fund 4000 European students to study in EU priority areas in third countries; 

· fund 1000 visiting scholars to conduct teaching and research at EU participating institutions; 

· fund 800 European scholars to conduct teaching and research in third countries; 

· fund other collaborative measures, including conferences, research, publications, and the development of on-line learning technologies. 

